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Grade Level:     5th Grade 

Time Allotted: 45 minutes (1 class session) 

Theme: The American Revolution – The Boston Tea Party! 

Learning Objectives:   

 

Objectives for Students 

 Students will be able to analyze the text about the Boston Tea Party 

 Students will be able to create a short song about the Boston Tea Party 

 Students will be able to add sound sources to enhance and complement their lyrics. 

 

Objectives for Teachers  

 To speak confidently when working with students 

 Facilitate group collaboration within students 

 Encourage integration of music and history in song creations 

 Assist students to think about how their music connects with the lyrics 

 

Competencies:   

 

5.H.1 Analyze the chronology of key events in the United States. 

5.H.1.3 Analyze the impact of major conflicts, battles and wars on the development of our nation 

through Reconstruction 

 
This standard is specifically being assessed through the part of analyzing the impact of a major conflict, specifically 

the Boston Tea Party during the American Revolution.  

 

5.ML.3.1 Use improvisation to create short songs and instrumental pieces, using a variety of 

sound sources, including traditional and non-traditional sounds, body sounds, and sounds 

produced by electronic means. 

 

This standard is being assessed by the creation of short songs with students using their vocals, 

instruments, body parts, or electronic sounds from  https://www.freesound.org/browse/ 

Materials:     

 

Students need writing utensils and paper to record song 

 

Print or display song lyrics (lyrics at end of document). Full text from: 

http://www.constitution.org/col/lyrics/revolutionary_tea.html 

 

Videos with the song Revolutionary Tea  

safeshare.tv/w/ss577daee43e791  this one has pictures that correlate with the meaning 

safeshare.tv/w/ss577daf68e9da0  this one has drawings of the mother and the daughter  

 

Lyrics with music notes: 

http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/images/music_revolutionarytea.gif 

https://www.freesound.org/browse/
http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/images/music_revolutionarytea.gif
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Additional Time: Another song in response to the Tea Tax: 

http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php 

Musical Instruments 

 Maracas 

 Drums 

 Drum Sticks 

 Paper, Plastic boxes, other random objects 

 Sounds from https://www.freesound.org/browse/ 

Copies of the following books listed below (students will have read the book and gotten into 

small groups to read them) 

 

 

We Were There at the Boston Tea Party by Robert N. 

Webb  

 

(can be found at https://www.getepic.com/app/ Epic! 

For Educators) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the Boston Tea Party? 

By Kathleen Krull & Lauren Mortimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boston Tea Party – by Russell 

Freedman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boston Tea Party 

By Steven Kroll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php
https://www.freesound.org/browse/
https://www.getepic.com/app/
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Procedure: 

 

1. Give students 5 minutes to recap in groups what they have been reading about the Boston Tea 

Party (books are listed above). Have students explain in their own words what main ideas they 

thought were from the Boston Tea Party from their books (both fictional and non-fiction).  

2. Have students read independently first (annotate) and read the song: Revolutionary Tea. 

Lyrics can be found at: http://www.constitution.org/col/lyrics/revolutionary_tea.html (or at the 

bottom of the page) 

One aspect to explain to students is the Old English. Words such as countrie are spelled 

differently than we do today (country), but still have the same meaning. When you are making 

your own song up, you can use some Old English if you’d like, and can find ideas for them 

from: http://oldenglishthesaurus.arts.gla.ac.uk/.  

3. Listen to the song as students contemplate how it might be related to the Boston Tea Party. 

This is a folk song, but there are also songs about the Boston Tea Party that are made today! 

Let’s listen now to the song. 

Videos with the song: Revolutionary Tea  

safeshare.tv/w/ss577daee43e791  this one has pictures that correlate with the meaning 

safeshare.tv/w/ss577daf68e9da0  this one has graphic images of the daughter (colonies) and 

mother (King)  

4. What does this mean? Ask students to discuss in groups what the song means and how it 

relates to the Boston Tea Party event. 

(If you as the teacher need some ideas of what it means, this is an excerpt from 

http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/songs.htm that explains why it connects) 

“Revolutionary Tea is one of the best songs to truly represent the relationship between England 

and the colonies: it was a mother-daughter relationship. This song also tells the story of the Tea 

Tax, which was imposed upon the colonists without a voice in British parliament. Tea was a 

widely used beverage in Britain and the colonies. Most Colonists drank tea. A note of contempt 

is clear as England is portrayed as a rich, old queen who only wanted to become wealthier. The 

rebellious young daughter who is attached to her "dear mother" is willing to pay for the tea, but 

not a "thru penny tax." Knowing that her daughter is being rebellious the mother sends a 

significant amount of tea to her daughter who promptly throws it into the ocean (The Boston 

Tea Party), and again declares to her "dear mother" that she will never pay a tax on tea.” 

5. Now we are going to take the time to create our own song about the Boston Tea Party. We are 

going to get into small groups and work together to make your own song about the Boston Tea 

Party. You have 10-15 minutes to work on this before we present together. 

http://www.constitution.org/col/lyrics/revolutionary_tea.html
http://oldenglishthesaurus.arts.gla.ac.uk/
http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/songs.htm
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These are the guidelines: 

Must include at least 3-5 facts about the event (leading up to it or the actual event) that are 

related to the event, from the story/book’s perspective. Items to include can be: date, character’s 

name, why it occurred, interesting facts about the day, etc.  

Write down your song on a piece of paper to record the information. 

Enhance your song with some musical background, such as: instrument(s), traditional sounds 

(voice), body sound (knee slapping, toe tapping), or electronic recordings.  

Your performance of the song must have everyone included (can be in unison or separately for 

different parts of the presentation: speaking, sounds) 

Other notes:  

 You can use Old English to rhyme the endings of songs. If you need help thinking of 

Old English words you can use the following websites: 

http://oldenglishthesaurus.arts.gla.ac.uk/ 

 When you make your song, you don’t have to keep it Old English. You could do blues, 

patriotic, a parody off a current song you know, musical music, rap, etc. For an example 

of a parody of this song, you can check out: For example, this is a parody off of the song 

“Shake it Off” about the Boston Tea Party: safeshare.tv/w/ss578582f03e8ce 

 Share the Rubric with students so that they can see the guidelines and how they will be 

evaluated. Allow them to ask any questions about sections they are unsure of and 

rephrase any parts into their own words. 

 Highlight the aspect that metaphors or similes can be used in their song (remind them of 

the previous example above with the mother-daughter relationship). 

 6. Break up into your book reading groups. Give approximately 10-15 minutes for students to 

work together to create song. For ideas about formative assessment and advice, look under 

assessment. 

 As students are working, take one group at a time to the area with musical instruments 

and a computer with the sound effects. Demonstrate how they could use the instruments, 

body sounds, or electronic recordings to work with their music. 

7. Have class regroup and have groups work together to perform the song in front of their peers. 

Have students get the chance of sharing positive, constructive feedback. Students can give “even 

better if” comments as well. After each group performs, you can have students give them a 

power-clap (3 2 1 – “clap” – so that way they can all get positive recognition without over-

excessive attention). 

If there is additional time or students need more to do, students can view another song about the 

Tea Tax (http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php) 

http://oldenglishthesaurus.arts.gla.ac.uk/
http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php
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8. Record songs while students perform so that they can upload their improvisational songs to 

the class’s website about the American Revolution. If students are interested, allow them to go 

back and make changes to their song and re-record again to perfect their performance before 

uploading onto the class website. 

 

Assessment:   

 

Formative Assessment: While students are working, the teacher will go around the room to 

make sure that they students are able to connect the different information about the Tea Party 

into their song. Students who are using audio sounds from the website, 

https://www.freesound.org/, will need to be checked to see how they connect the sound or 

rhythm with the information presented.  

Summative Assessment: During the presentation, the teacher will use the following rubric to 

assess student’s work (rubric below). 

Differentiation:   

  

Previous content: There are four different books for students to read or get knowledge from based 

on their reading level. Students can be put into groups based on the book’s length or difficulty of 

words. 

 

Instruments and Music Additions: Students don’t have to sing. They can: hum, rap, play 

background music, play instruments, tap out poetic rhythms, or sing. Then the students can 

express and use their musical skills without feeling out of place. 

 

Students that finish early can view and interact with this other song in response to the Tea Tax. 

http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.freesound.org/
http://www.americanrevolution.org/war_songs/warsongs11.php
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Revolutionary Tea 
Traditional 

There was an old lady lived over the sea  

And she was an Island Queen.  

Her daughter lived off in a new countrie,  

With an ocean of water between;  

The old lady's pockets were full of gold  

But never contented was she,  

So she called on her daughter to pay her a tax  

Of three pence a pound on her tea,  

Of three pence a pound on her tea.  

 

"Now mother, dear mother," the daughter replied,  

"I shan't do the thing you ax.  

I'm willing to pay a fair price for the tea,  

But never the three penny tax."  

"You shall," quoth the mother, and reddened with rage,  

"For you're my own daughter, you see,  

And sure, 'tis quite proper the daughter should pay  

Her mother a tax on her tea,  

Her mother a tax on her tea."  

 

And so the old lady her servant called up  

And packed off a budget of tea;  

And eager for three pence a pound, she put 

In enough for a large family.  

She order'd her servants to bring home the tax,  

Declaring her child should obey,  

Or old as she was, and almost woman grown,  

She'd half whip her life away.  

 

The tea was conveyed to the daughter's door,  

All down by the ocean's side;  

And the bouncing girl pour'd out every pound  

In the dark and boiling tide.  

And then she called out to the Island Queen,  

"O mother, dear mother," quoth she,  

"Your tea you may have when 'tis steep'd enough  

But never a tax from me." 
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Rubric below is to be used with each group (not for individual student). 

 3 2 1 

Team Work Great collaboration 

together during creation 

of song lyrics and 

distribution of parts. 

Some collaboration in the 

creation of song lyrics and 

distribution of parts. 

No collaboration 

(domination of one 

person) in the lyrics 

and distribution of 

parts. 

Boston Tea 

Party Facts 

3-5 facts about the event 

(leading up to it or the 

actual event) that are 

related to the event, from 

the story/book’s 

perspective. Items to 

include can be: date, 

character’s name, why it 

occurred, interesting 

facts about the day, etc. 

 

Facts are fluent and flow 

together 

3 facts about the event 

(leading up to it or the 

actual event) that are 

related to the event, from 

the story/book’s 

perspective. Items to 

include can be: date, 

character’s name, why it 

occurred, interesting facts 

about the day, etc. 

 

Facts are somewhat 

cohesive.  

No facts about event 

in the lyrics of the 

story. 

 

Facts are not fluent 

and not cohesive. 

Lyrics 

Recorded 

Lyrics are written down 

in a legible format. 

Planning is evident. 

Some of the lyrics are 

written down in a legible 

format. Others are made up 

and not recorded.  

No lyrics are written. 

Planning is not 

evident. 

Musical 

Sounds 

Two or more different 

sounds are used during 

the song’s performance, 

including: instrument(s), 

traditional sounds 

(voice), body sounds 

(knee slapping, toe 

tapping), or electronic 

recordings. 

 

Sounds compliment and 

related rhythmically with 

the lyrics. 

Two different sounds are 

used during the song’s 

performance, including: 

instrument(s), traditional 

sounds (voice), body 

sounds (knee slapping, toe 

tapping), or electronic 

recordings. 

 

Sounds somewhat 

compliment and related 

rhythmically with the 

lyrics. 

No sounds are used 

during the song’s 

performance, 

including: 

instrument(s), 

traditional sounds 

(voice), body sounds 

(knee slapping, toe 

tapping), or 

electronic recordings. 

 

Sounds do not relate 

or compliment the 

lyrics. 

Performance Everyone had a part to 

play in the presentation 

together. 

Some collaboration with 

the parts. One person not 

as actively involved. 

Domination of one 

person in the 

presentation.  

Other 

Comments 

   

 

 

Final Totals    

 


